Norwich Energy Committee (NEC)
In FY19 [July 2018 – June 2019], the NEC continued its work on home weatherization and residential solar installations, and non-car and non-fossil transportation.
Through the Committee's 7th Solarize campaign in 2018, with Norwich Solar Technologies and Solaflect Energy, 23 additional households chose solar electricity through 12/2018 (a total of about 22% of residences). The 8th Solarize campaign started in the first half of 2019, including for a new community solar array off Union Village Road.
The NEC worked with Efficiency Vermont (EVT) on the 2018-19 “Button Up Hero” program. 52 households signed up for a free walk-through with a contractor and professional weatherization recommendation. This was the third-highest town total across the state, after Essex/Essex Junction and Williston. The NEC also helped Efficiency VT contact rental unit owners to offer consultations on efficiency improvements to their buildings.
The NEC got Town data active in the Energy Star Portfolio Manager and explored options for an updated audit of Tracy Hall. This resulted in a Request for Qualifications, to select an energy performance company to do an audit of the Town facilities and make recommendations.
Other activities:
- the Town received a state grant for installation of a second dual-port, networked charging station for electric vehicles, to be located in the parking lot at Huntley Meadow;
- the NEC worked with the Town planning director on a revised energy chapter of the Town Plan;
- the NEC collaborated with Vital Communities on “Curb Your Car” day in May;
- the NEC began planning for more support for residents’ use of bikes, through additional bike racks in town, bike fix-it stations, and a loaner program for electric-assist bikes.
The NEC meets regularly on the fourth Tuesday of every month, at 7 pm at Tracy Hall. For more information, contact Linda Gray (649-2032, linda.c.gray@gmail.com).
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